
R E A S O N
#1:

To get access to
free quality 

improvement 
coaching and 

grants.

Why Volunteer 
 To Earn A Parent Aware Rating?Q.



The hundreds of child care providers who have already 
volunteered to get a Parent Aware Rating have gotten 
free access to early education quality improvement 
coaching and grants. The coaches are practical, down-
to-earth early learning experts who explain exactly 
what goes into a high rating, and teach you how to get 
there. The grants help providers improve their learning 
environment, pay for training, or purchase curriculum 
and assessment tools. 

Fact: Working in partnership with these coaches 
and grants, 92% of volunteer providers say that 
their quality has improved.

For more information, contact your local Child Care 
Resource and Referral agency by calling 888-291-9811 
or visiting www.mnchildcare.org.
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for SCHOOL READINESS
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Why Volunteer 
 To Earn A Parent Aware Rating?Q.

R E A S O N
#2:

To get access to 
children with 
the new early 

learning 
scholarships.



Millions of dollars worth of new scholarship funding can 
only be used with childcare providers who have Parent 
Aware Ratings. With a Rating, a provider has access to 
these scholarship families. Without it, they don’t. 

Fact: An overwhelming majority (73%) of 
Minnesotans agree that “we should only allow tax 
dollars to be spent on early education providers 
who have proven they are effective in preparing 
children for Kindergarten.”

For more information, contact your local Child Care 
Resource and Referral agency by calling 888-291-9811 or 
visiting www.mnchildcare.org.
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R E A S O N
#3:

To get access to
families using 

Ratings in 
their childcare 

shopping.

Why Volunteer 
 To Earn A Parent Aware Rating?Q.



Millions of dollars in non-governmental money will be 
spent promoting the Parent Aware Ratings to parents 
in your community.  Internet banner ads have already 
started running. Parents are paying attention and using 
the Ratings in their shopping and online searches.

Fact: When Parent Aware 
advertising was piloted, the number 
of Minnesota parents going to the 
Ratings search website TRIPLED.

For more information, contact your local Child Care 
Resource and Referral agency by calling 888-291-9811 
or visiting www.mnchildcare.org.
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Why Volunteer 
 To Earn A Parent Aware Rating?Q.

R E A S O N
#4:

To get banners, 
yardsigns and other 

tools to market 
your Rating in your 

community.



Programs that volunteer to be rated are given lawn signs, 
banners, window clings, flyers or other marketing tools to 
tout their Rating in their community. Non-rated providers 
are not given those marketing tools. And Minnesota 
parents are paying attention to who has the materials.

Fact: In a recent survey, 96% of 
Minnesotans agreed that “parents 
should have access to the best available 
information to help them find the 
best places for preparing children for 
Kindergarten.”

For more information, contact your local Child Care 
Resource and Referral agency by calling 888-291-9811 or 
visiting www.mnchildcare.org.
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Why Volunteer 
 To Earn A Parent Aware Rating?Q.

R E A S O N
#5:

To help kids.



There are many reasons to volunteer to seek a Parent 
Aware Rating. The most important reason is to help 
the children you serve.

Fact: Children in care settings with Parent 
Aware Ratings showed significant gains in 
kindergarten readiness measures, such as 
vocabulary, phonics, print knowledge and 
social skills.

For more information, contact your local Child Care 
Resource and Referral agency by calling 888-291-9811 
or visiting www.mnchildcare.org.
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Why Volunteer 
 To Earn A Parent Aware Rating?Q.

R E A S O N
#1:  To get access to free quality 

improvement coaching and 
grants.

#2:  To get access to families using 
government funding.

#3:  To get access to families using 
Ratings for shopping.

#4:  To get banners, yardsigns and 
other marketing tools.

#5:  To help kids.



Over the last few weeks, you’ve received a series of 
post cards describing five reasons to volunteer to seek a 
Parent Aware Rating. 

Fact: Working in partnership with these coaches, 
92% of childcare providers say that their quality 
has improved.

Nobody is ever forced to volunteer for Parent Aware. 
But take a look at the reasons, and ask yourself, “could 
Parent Aware benefit my business and the kids I serve?”

For more information, contact your local Child Care 
Resource and Referral agency by calling 888-291-9811 or 
visiting www.mnchildcare.org.
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